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SUBJECT: REMOVAL OF REACTOR FROM VIETNAM 

1. RADIO NEWS THIS AFTERNOON INCLUDED ITEM THAT US WAS 
REMOVING NUCLEAR REACTOR FROM DA LAT, VIETNAM. 

2. FYI. FOLLOWING IS CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE PROVIDED 
FOR STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN: 

QUESTION: IS THERE A NUCLEAR REACTOR IN VIET-NAM? 

ANSWER: SINCE 1964 THERE HAS BEEN A SMALL(250 KILOWATT) 
RESEARCH REACTOR IN DA LAT IN TUYEN DUC PROVINCE, 

NORTH OF SAIGON. THIS REACTOR WAS PROVIDED BY THE UNITED 
STATES THROUGH THE ATOMS FOR PEACE PROGRAM. THE PRIMARY 
USE OF THE REACTOR IS MEDICAL RESEARCH. 

QUESTION: IS THE REACTOR LIKELY TO BE CAPTURED BY THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE? 
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ANSWER: THE REACTOR IS LOCATED IN DA LAT WHICH IS CON- 
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TROLLED BY GOVERNMENT FORCES. WE HAVE ASKED THE VIET- 
NAMESE AUTHORITIES TO TAKE ALL NECES S ARYPREC AUTION S . 
QUESTION: IF THE REACTOR FALLS INTO THE HANDSOF THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE COULD THE FUEL BE USED TO MAKE ATOMIC 
BOMBS? 

ANSWER: NO. THE REACTOR HAS ABSOLUTELY NO MILITARY 
SIGNIFICANCE, AND SERVES ONLY PEACEFUL RESEARCH PURPOSES. 
THE REACTOR FUEL, WHICH IS THE PROPERTY OF THE U.S. 

GOVERNMENT AND HAS BEEN ON LOAN TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNMENT, HAS BEEN REMOVED FOR SAFEKEEPING. 

END FYI. 

KISSINGER 
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